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again his father interfered, dragged him against his will from
Oxford to the continent, and brought him back into contact
with that life of dissipation and extravagance which the
young man followed with all the fiery energy of his nature.
No man has ever owed such a sinister debt to a father who
loved him passionately. Young Pitt was taught by Chatham
to declaim from a high chair to an imaginary audience of
admirers. Lord Holland brought up Pitt's great rival as if
no art were so indispensable or so elusive as the art of self-
indulgence, and no emulation in life higher or better worth
a struggle than a headlong rivalry in the chase of pleasure.
Yet Fox in his worst days escaped the moral slavery
that sooner or later overtakes almost all such careers.
The particular pleasures he pursued are judged harshly and
shunned and dreaded, not because such vices are necessarily
the worst vices, for it is obvious that men may combine
with an outward independence and composure a soul that is
held in the tight grip of shameful passions, but because these
habits tend to invade and overspread a man's nature until
they become not merely a disturbing fragment of his life
but the whole of it, stifling every generous sentiment and
withering up every other taste and moral growth. Fox was
dissolute, but not decadent. In the midst of his wildest
excesses, the spring of his prodigality was always an exuberant
energy, not a sapless softness. His hilarity was as remote
as possible from the dead laughter of the wan and morbid
voluptuary; if he sowed his wild oats as fast, and as
widely as a man can, he was very different from such
men as George Selwyn, who had no other oats to sow, and
who lived out a life of monotonous bondage to an ignoble
routine. It is impossible to place Fox or Fitzpatrick in the
setting of that awful picture Diderot drew in Rameau's
Nephew of the noisome wretchedness and corruption of a
certain little world in Paris, where human nature was not
only perverted or disarranged, but where everything that
was healthy and robust had been suffocated and destroyed
by the poisonous exhalations of the rank rottenness of